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Abstract. In this paper is considered unsteady plane MHD boundary layer. The fluid is
incompressible and its electroconductivity is the function of the velocity ratios. By
introducing the new variables and also two groups of parameters, the universal
equation has been obtained for all electroconductivities which depend on the velocity
ratio. From in the such way obtained universal equation, it can be obtained the
universal equations for particular electroconductivities.

There are different problems of magneto-hydrodynamic boundary layer in technical
practice, and not only steady but also unsteady cases. The problems with variable
electroconductivity have been considered [1] and also the problems with variable
electroconductivity [2,3]. For solving of this problem, in recent time, the method of
“universality” of boundary layer equations have been used very often and in very
different versions [4,5,6]. This method have been created for steady boundary layer,
problems, and later has been extended to the different unsteady boundary layer problems
[6,7,8]. The universal results obtained by this method enable us to bring more general
conclusions about the boundary layer development and these results can be used for
calculations of particular problems. The general conclusions are independent of the
velocity distribution at the edge of boundary layer, and if it is MHD boundary layer, they
are independent of external magnetic field.

In order to extend this theory, in this paper is investigated the unsteady plane MHD
boundary layer on the body. The existing external magnetic field is homogenous and
perpendicular to the body which the fluid flows around, and it is stationary with respect
to the body. The fluid is incompressible and its electroconductivity varies according to
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the following law:
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in which the following notations have been accepted: u - streamwise velocity in boundary
layer, U -the velocity at the edge of boundary layer, S (u/U) - dimensionless differentiable
functions of velocity ratio,  and 0 - electroconductivity.

The mathematical model of the described flow is presented by the following
equations:
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with the boundary and initial conditions:
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In the equation (2) and in the boundary and initial conditions (3) the following
notations have been used:  - stream function, x - streamwise coordinate, y - cross-stream
coordinate in boundary layer, t - time,  - coefficient of cinematic viscosity; N B2

0/ ,
where is B- magnetic induction,  - fluid density, u(x,y)1 - velocity distribution in
boundary layer at the moment t t0 ; u0(t,y) - velocity distribution at the distance x  x0.

Following the method of “universality” the following variables are introduced:
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where is
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and the constants a0 and b0 have got the values a0 0.44 and b0 5.35 . In that case the
derivation operation at the old variables is substituted by the new ones:
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Further, introducing in consideration the momentum thickness
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the equation (2) is transformed to the equation
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in which the denotes used, are
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The boundary conditions, written in first row of conditions, have the form
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but the conditions, written in the second row of conditions, are used for the calculation of
particular problems and they do not have significance at the derivation of universal
equation.

Assuming that U(x,t) and N(x,t) are the differential functions, the following group of
parameters are introduced
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where can be noticed that the first parameters have the form
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In this way chosen parameters, which substitute streamwise coordinate x and time t,
express the influence on the characteristics of MHD boundary layer, on the velocity at the
edge of boundary layer and on the magnetic field, and on the flow prehistory. These
parameters are mutual independent and in the next paragraphs we hold them for
independent variables.
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For further transformations of the equation (9) the following operators are used.
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where the derivations of parameters with respect to x and t are determined by immediate
differentiation of the expression (12) and they have the forms:
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By using the operators (14) and the derivations (15), the equation (9) is transformed to
the equation
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From the equation (16) can be seen, that for the chosen particular electroconductivity
variation, the characteristics of external flow dominate by the means of functions F and
T. In order the equation (16) to be independent of the outer flow characteristics i.e. to be
universal, it is necessary to show the existence of the equality
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So as to show the existence of such equalities, we start from the momentum equation
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and energy equation
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of the problem considered where the following denotes have been used:

( )
. viscositydynamic of coeficient- , 1   ),( 

 ; )1()1(),(~ 

  ; 11),( 

),(  

 )1( )1( ),(~  

 ; 11),(  

0

2

2

2
2

0

0 0

**

0 0

2

2

2
**

1

0
2

2

0

0 0

*

0 0

*

µη
η

η
ηηη

δ

η
ηη

δ

η
µµτ

η
ηη

δ

η
η

δ

η

∫∫

∫ ∫

∫ ∫

∫ ∫

∫ ∫

∞∞

∞ ∞

∞ ∞

==

∞ ∞

∞ ∞








∂
Φ∂=













∂
∂

=


















∂
Φ∂

∂
Φ∂−

∂
Φ∂=













−=


















∂
Φ∂−

∂
Φ∂=





−=

∂
Φ∂=

∂
∂=















∂
Φ∂

∂
Φ∂−=













−=







∂
Φ∂−=





 −=

d
K

dy
y

txe

dSSKdy
U
uS

U
uS

U
utx

dKdy
U
u

U
utx

K
U

y
utx

dSSKdy
U
uS

U
uStx

dKdy
U
utx

U
u

y
w

(19a)

First, we write the derivations with respect to x and t in equation (18) in the developed
form and we substitute w with the expression (19a), and afterwards we introduce the
values
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and in this way we obtain the equation from which it is obtained the following expression
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From the expression (20) it can be seen, that the value H is the function only of the
parameter (12), so that its derivation with respect to t determines by mediate derivation
the value H with respect to the parameters, and afterwards the parameters with respect to
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t. After this determination of derivation of the value H with respect to t, the expression
(21) obtains the form
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As the values , H, ~H ,depend only on parameter (12), than the function F, given by
the expression (22), depends only on the same parameters and on the value T, which
appears in it explicitly and implicitly by the means of values Ck,n and Dk,n. So for the
evidence of the existence of the first equality (17), it is needed and sufficient to prove
also the existence of the second equality (17). For the evidence of the second equality
existence (17) let’s write first in developed form the derivations with respect to x and t in
the energy equation (19) and let’s introduce the values
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than the energy equation obtains the form

( ) 02~2 32)1( 0,1110,12
11

1,02
1 =−+++

∂
∂++++

∂
∂ αgHHfF

x
HUzfTH

t
Hz (24)

going to, in the last equation, to the new variables - parameters, substituting function F by
the expression (22) and solving in such way obtained equation with respect to T, it is
obtained that is
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where the denotes are introduced
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As the values M, H1, , H, ~H , M1
* , M1 , ~H1 , , M  which exists in the expression

(25) depends only on parameters (fk,n) and (gk,n), so the same expression is also the
expression (25), and in that way the existence of the second equality (17) has been
confirmed, and much more, it explicit form has been determined. As it has been shown
till now, the value of T depends only on parameters, and than on the basis of the
expression (22) it is shown that also the value F is only the function of parameters.

Now we conclude that the equation (16), for the chosen electroconductivity variation,
do not depend explicitly on characteristics of outer flow and outer magnetic field, and in
that sense we can consider it as universal equation of the problem investigated. The
boundary conditions, also universal that correspond to the equation (16) have the form:
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where is 0( ) the Blausius solution for steady boundary layer on the flat plate. The
independence of the equation (16) and boundary conditions (27) of particular velocity
distribution at the edge of boundary layer and of outer magnetic field enable the
integration of this equation, for the chosen electroconductivity variation of the form (1),
once for all. In the procedure of integration we determine the velocity dimensionless
profiles in cross-stream sections of boundary layer , friction coefficient , and also the
characteristic functions H1, H, ~H , , F and T in the dependence of parameters (fk,n) and
(gk,n).

That obtained so called universal solutions should, in appropriate manner, be kept and
be used not only for drawing the general conclusions about the unsteady MHD boundary
layer development, but also for the calculation of the particular problems. Surely, the
equation (16) can be used only in the some corresponding approximation which assumes
the finite number of terms on the right-hand side of that equation.

From the equation (16), for the particular variation of electroconductivity of the form
(1), it can be obtained the corresponding universal equations for this particular
electroconductivity variations. So for the case of the inconductive fluid or in the absence
of the outer magnetic field we obtain the equation
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where is
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and with the L* is denoted the left-hand side of the equation (16). The function F and the
function T, which correspond to the equation (29) have the form
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in which the values M, M1
* , M1, M* are given by the expressions (26) without other

summation which contain the derivations with respect to the parameters gk,n . The
universal boundary conditions which correspond to the equation (28) are obtained from
the condition (27) and they have the form
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For the case of constant electroconductivity ( cons.) from the equation (16) the
corresponding equation in the following form is obtained
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where with R is denoted the right-hand side of the equation (16). The function F and
function T, which correspond to the equation (33), have got the form (22) and (25)
respectively, but in these expressions we have now ~H  H. The boundary conditions
which correspond to the equation (33) have the form (27). For the case of the
electroconductivity variation in the Rossov’s form [2]
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the equation (16) obtains the form

R1L 2
0,1 =





∂
Φ∂−

∂
Φ∂−

ηηB
g

(35)

and the functions F and T are given by the expressions (22) and (25) respectively in
which it is now ~H  -1. The boundary conditions which correspond to the equation (35)
have the form (27). In the same way it can be obtained from the equation (16) the
corresponding universal equation and also for the other electroconductivity variation of
the form (1).

With this the investigation of the problem could be finished. In spite of this in the
paper will be given, as illustration, the part of universal results obtained by solving the
equation (33) in three-parametric once localised approximation. In the mentioned
approximation it has been kept the influence of the parameters f1,0; f0,1 and g1,0, but the
influence of the all others parameters and its derivations have been neglected, and also
the derivation with respect to the parameter f0,1. In that approximation the equation (33)
have the form
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and the corresponding boundary conditions are
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The function F which correspond to this problem in the same approximation have the
form
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and the function T have the form (25) in which the values M*and M are now
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The part of the mentioned results, which refer to the unsteady, plane problem of MHD
boundary layer of incompressible fluid with constant electroconductivity, have been
shown in the figure 1.

Figure 1.
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On the basis of these results can be drawn some general conclusions about the
boundary layer development without solving particular problems. In that sense, for
example, it can be concluded that the accelerated flow in the main stream postpones the
arise of flow separation but the decelerated flow favours the arise of boundary layer
separation. Also it can be concluded that the magnetic field postpones the arise of the
boundary layer separation.

REFERENCES

 1. Òferev V.(1967), Ob odnom pribliæennom metode rasåeta laminarnogo pograniånogo sloà v
magnitnoj gidrodinamike, Mehanika æidkosti i gaza, No 1,., 124-127.

 2. Rossow V. J., (1958), On flow of electrically conducting fluids over a flat plate in the presence of a
transverse magnetic field, NACA Rep., No 1358,.

 3. Boriåiñ Z., Nikodijeviñ D., (1991), Teåenie provodàxeí æidkosti v nestacionarnom
laminarnom pograniånom sloe na pronicaemoï poverhnosti pri naliåii popreånogo
magnitnogo polà, Teorijska i primewena mehanika 17, 17-29, JDM Beograd

 4. Ãkadov V.À. (1963), Pograniånìï sloï s gradientom davlenià v potoke sæimaemoï
æidkosti, Izv. AN SSSR, OTN, Mehanika i maãinostroenie, No 2, 28-32

 5. Loïcànskiï L. G. (1965), Universalênìe uravnenià i parametriåeskie pribliæenià v
teorii laminarnogo pograniånogo sloà, Akademià Nauk SSSR, Prikladnaà matematika i
mehanika, Tom 29, vìpusk 1, 70-87.

 6. Saljnikov V. N. (1978), A contribution to universal solutions of the boundary layer theory, Teorijska i
primenjena mehanika 4, 139-163.

 7. Buãmarin O. N., Basin B. À. (1972), Parametriåeskiï metod rasåeta laminarnogo
nestacionarnogo pograniånogo sloà, Inæenerno-fiziåeskiï æurnal, tom XXII, No 2, 282-
292.

 8. Đukić Đ. S. (1971), Univerzalne jednačine nestacionarnih graničnih slojeva nestišljive tečnosti pri
proizvoljnoj brzini spoljašnjeg strujanja, Matematički vesnik, 8 (23), 61-71.

 9. Saljnikov V., Boričić Z., Nikodijević D. (1996), Generalized similar solutions in the theory of unsteady
MHD boundary layer, Proceedings, II International Symposium, Contemrorary Problems of Fluid
Mechanics, Yugoslav Society of Mechanics, University of Belgrade, Faculty of Mechanical
Engineering,169-172.

PARAMETARSKA METODA U TEORIJI NESTACIONARNOG
MHD GRANIČNOG SLOJA FLUIDA PROMENLJIVE

ELEKTROPROVODNOSTI
V. Saljnikov, Z. Boričić, D. Nikodijević

U radu se razmatra nestacionarni ravanski MHD granični sloj. Fluid je nestišljiv a njegova
elektroprovodnost je funkcija odnosa brzina. Uvođenjem novih promenljivih a zatim i dva skupa
parametara dobijena je univerzalna jednačina za sve elektroprovodnosti koje zavise od odnosa
brzina. Iz tako dobijene univerzalne jednačine dobijaju se univerzalne jednačine za konkretne
promene elektroprovodnosti.


